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SmartCell’s wider objectives

As well as taking metabolic engineering in plants
well beyond the state of the art, SmartCell will
generate a comprehensive secondary metabolism
knowledge-base and will prioritize the creation of
intellectual property to enhance the competitive-
ness of EU biotechnology research.

The SmartCell public website — http://www.smart-cell.org
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SmartCell in a nutshell

The SmartCell project is divided into nine
work packages focusing on six key aspects.

Genes. The discovery and cloning of genes
encoding enzymes in the terpenoid
pathways of different organisms.

Technology platforms. The development
of technologies for multigene transfer to
plants and the analysis of terpenoids.

Functional analysis platforms. The high-
throughput analysis of complex molecules
in engineered plants and cell cultures.

Data handling. The acquisition, storage,
processing, integration and analysis of
data.

Optimizing production. The extraction of
terpenoids, downstream processing and
scaling up production.

Dissemination and outreach activities —
see below

SmartCell outreach programs

SmartCell has also set aside project funds to
encourage dissemination and outreach activities
in order to promote the project and an interest in
science generally. The outreach activities include
an open-access website, where members of the
public can learn more about the project, and
initiatives involving the SAW Trust, which
promotes science in schools by teaching children
to appreciate science through art and writing.
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